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INTO THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES and MorAL INTENTION 
OF THE 


TEMPTATION or JESUS CHRIST. 


UR Saviour Chriſt came into this 
world to deftroy the works of the Devil: 
and this he effected by a regular progreſs; 
not attempting to overcome the ſharpneſs of 


death, till he had refiſted the deceitfulneſs 


of fin : for death will have its effect, ſo long 
as fin retains its power. This was true of 
Chriſt ;'and it is true of all other men: whence 
it muſt appear to every conſiderate Chriſtian, 
how greatly we are intereſted in the Hiſtory 
of Chriſt's Temptation. He is ſaid to have 
been tempted in all points like as we are— 
xa rale xob ouoorhHTNa * or, “ in all 


W. Heb. iv, 15. 
B e reſpects 


Ir 


© nature and circumſtances ;” that is, with 
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re reſpects according to the fimilitade of our 


the ſame paſſions and appetites to be exer- 
ciſed, and with like matter adminiſtered to 
them by the Tempter. 

The utility therefote of a ſubje&, which 
hath ſo near a relation to ourſelves, need 


not be infiſted on: and I ſhould think, a 


tranſaction ſo curious as a deliberate conteſt 
betwixt the Son of God and the Prince of 
the Devils, the. Saviour and the Deſtroyer, 
might invite any thinking reader of the 
Scripture to an examination of all the _ 
ticulars relating to it. 

However, I do not mean to hold it up 
merely as an object of curioſity, but rather 
to propoſe it as @ leſſon neceſſary to be un- 


derſtood by every Chriſtian in his militant 


ſtate : to weigh the circumſtances attentive- 
ly, compare them carefully with the Scrip- 
ture, and draw ſomt mara improvement from 
them; which ſhould be the ſcope of all 
our reſearches in divinity. 

I. Before we deſcend; to the particulars 
of the temptation . itſelf, we ſhould enquire 
into the reaſons, why Chriſt was tempted, 
He who had Glory with God before the 


world began, could want no merit to bring 


him 
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him back tothat inheritance, of which he was 
in poſſeſſion before all time. Sothat this temp- 
tation muſt have befallen him for our fake : 
He was to conquer temptation, becauſe man 
had been conquered by it. We cannot well 
account for the actions of the ſecond Adam, 
but by looking back to the hiſtory of the 
Firſt. Adam, in his primitive ſtate, appears to 
us as the moſt excellent as well as the laſt of 
thoſe works, all of which were pronounced 
to be very goad. Thus pure and perfect, he 
was placed in the garden of Paradiſe, where 
the Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs of God had 
conſpired to pour out the riches of the Cre- 
ation. Yet he was placed in a ſtate of trial: 
capable of enſuring to himſelf and improving 
the good he was poſſeſſed of, by means of the 
Tree of Life, the Sacrament of the fitſt Co- 
venant; or of falling into evil, by means of 
the Tree of Knowledge, the inſtrument of 
Temptation; as his own choice ſhould deter- 
mine. The Tempter, under the name of 
the Serpent, and with all his evil properties 
of ſubtilty, venom, infinuation, and dupli- 
city of tongue, was permitted to offer his 
reaſons, and put the fidelity of our firſt pa- 
rents to the trial by the force of his artifces; 
Wo, on the other hand, had the expreſs de- 

| - 2 claration 
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claration of their Maker to direct and ſup- 
port them. He began with perſuading them 
to eat; and the inducements he propoſed for 
the committing of this act, applied them- 
ſelves in ſuch a manner to all the appetites, 
that this original temptation ſeems to have 
included every other. In the conſtitution of 
man, there are but three kinds of luſt to be 
ſatisfied; and they are reckoned up in few 
words by St. John, where he means to give 
us a ſummary of all that is in oppoſition to 
the love of the Father e luſt of the fleſh, 
and the luſt of the eyes, and the pride of life *. 
The firſt of "theſe, the luſt of the fleſh,” 
was to be indulged by eating for the gratifi- 
cation of the fleſh. The ſecond was appli- 
ed to, by an object pleaſant to the eyes, fair, 
flattering, and beautiful to look upon. Theſe 
are qualities which give birth to covetouſ- 
neſs; a vice ſeated in the heart; but which 
finds its way thither through the eyes. The 
pride of life, is that impatient defire of dif- 
tinction, which is daily tranſporting. one 
half of the world out of that ſphere in which 
the providence of God hath placed them. 
In vulgar minds, the love of ' out ward.appear- 
ance is the prevailing principle; but the de- 
® 1 John ii. 16. * 
id 2 ſire 
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fire of intellectual ſuperiority is much more 
active and extravagant; and differs from the 
other, as an evil ſpirit differs from a bad 
man. To this paſſion the tempter applied 
himſelf, with that infinuation—* Ye ſhall be 
* as Gods, knowing good and evil :” and it was 
accordingly believed, that the Tree of Know- 
ledge was a tree to be defired to make one wiſe. 
Let us obſerve the method of the deceiver. 
God had revealed his will with regard to 
this matter; he had expreſſly affirmed, “In 
« the day thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt 
«© ſurely die.” The words were ſo catego- 
rical, that nothing but private judgment, im- 
poſing a ſenſe of its own, and commenting 
with views oppoſite to the will of God, 
could poſſibly render them ambiguous. The 
inſtrument of the temptation was called, the 
Tree of the Knowledge of good and evil: from 
which denomination, the Devil thus argued; 
that as it was a tree of Knowledge, they 
would certainly know ſomething more than 
they knew as yet, by partaking of it. Then 
he ſuggeſted, that the knowledge of good 
and evil, was a ſuperior wiſdom, the ſame in 
kind with the wiſdom of God; “ your eyes 
* (faid he) ſhall be opened, and ye ſhall 
„% be as Gods, knowing good and evil.” 
B 3 That 


® & * * 
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That the tree had its appellation from God, 
and that the ſentence, ye ſhall furely die, was 
the ſentence of God, he did not deny ; but 
he put his own ene upon them. He and 
his children have been at the ſame work 
ever ſince: They allow (or ſeem to allow) 
the Bible to be the word of God; but uſe it 
only as the vehicle of ſome private doctrines, 
borrowed. from the ſtores of reaſon and phi- 
loſophy, antecedentiy to an examination of 
the Scripture ; and theſe docttines they im- 
poſe on the ſimple with the ſanction of a 
divine authority. Therefore let us take heed 
how we hear: every perſon who takes the 
Bible into his hand, is not fit to preach the 
word of God from it; and eſpecially he, 
who brings to it a mind already vitiated 
with human principles, or diabolical inten- 


tions. The world was firſt ruined by a ly- 


ing orator, perverting the terms of divine 
Revelation; which, if they needed any ex- 
poſition, might have been ſafely and ſurely 
expounded by comparing them with one 
another. When a foreign unnatural interpre- 
tation was admitted, man who was in ho- 


nour abode not, but became like the beaſts that 


periſh, He was driven out from the pre- 
ſence of God into this wide world, there to 
ſtruggle 
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ſtruggle with pain and labour, and never 
more to return to Paradiſe, but through the 
way of temptation, and the fire of divine 
wrath; the former of which he did not 
withſtand in a more perfect ſtate, and (of 
himſelf) is far leſs likely to do it now; the 
latter would conſume him in 4 moment. 
Hence it becomes neceſſary, that the way to 
Paradiſe ſhould be reſtored by ſome other, 
able to reſiſt ſin, and to abide the wrath of 
God. And thus the fall of the firſt Adam 
under temptation, , gave occaſion to the 
ſecond Adam to appear in the fleſh, and to 
be tempted therein, as the repreſentative 
of him and of all his poſterity. 

II. The frailty and diſobedience of man 
were exemplified a ſecond time in thoſe 
Iſraelites, - who were called to a ſtate of 
probation in the wilderneſs. In this caſe, 
we ſee not one man only, but an whole na- 
tion falling after the ſimilitude of Adam's 
tranſgreſſion. Immediately after their Sap- 
tiſin unto Moſes in the Red Sea, they were 
led -into the wilderneſs, where a ſpiritual 
kind of meat was provided for them, even 
Manna ; as the Tree of Life had been pro- 
vided for Adam in Paradiſe: and with the 

ſame delign alſo, of trying and proving 
h B 4 whether 
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whether they would be found worthy to 
enjoy the effect of it. The Lord thy 
« God led thee theſe forty years in the wil- 
e derneſs to prove thee—and fed thee 
« with Manna, that he might make thee 
% know that man doth not live by bread 
« only, but by every word that proceedeth 
* out of the mouth of the Lord doth man 
% Tive*.” Yet it was not long before their 
ſouls began to hath that hight bread. They 
are ſaid to have tempted God by requiring 
meat for their luis. On other occaſions, 
they diſtruſted his providence, and ſuppoſed 
he had led them into the wilderneſs to de- 
rey them with hunger. For theſe offences 
they died before their journey was accom- 
pliſhed, and loſt the fight of the promiſed 
land. 

The fall of Adam and of the Iſraelites, 
are examples, in the guilt and diſgrace of 
which the whole human ſpecies is involved. 
As all men were in the loins of Adam when 
he ſinned, his diſobedience was theirs : 
therefore as he was removed from Paradiſe, 
and as the Iſraelites fell ſhort of the land of 
promiſe; ſo the apoſtle ſcruples not to 
affirm, that all have ſinned and come ſhort of 
the Glory of God. 


» Deut. viii, 2, 3. 


III. Chriſt 
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III. Chriſt was tempted then, that he 


might do that in our nature, which no man 
had been found able to do for himſelf. His 


perfect obedience was to ſatisfy the juſtice of 


God, by making whole that Law which we 
had broken. And his experience of the al- 
lurements of ſin, and the appetites of hu- 
man nature, was intended to give a com- 
fortable aſſurance to all his followers, that he 
will make every favourable allowance for 
their infirmities. Having been tempted in all 
points like as they are, he is inclined to ſuc- 
cour them when they are preſſed with temp- 
tation, and to adminiſter the proper help in 
time of need. How we could have had this 
aſſurance on any other principle, doth not 
appear. | A irt 
IV. We are now to examine thoſe cir- 
cumſtances, which were preparatory to the 
matter of the temptation itſelf : and I think 
the whole will be more eaſily underſtood, 
if we look back upon the two caſes above- 
mentioned, and refer to them as often as 
we have occaſion. The time at which the 
temptation happened, is the firſt thing that 
occurs to us. 

Then was Feſus led up of the ſpirit into the 
wilderneſs to be tempted of the Devil.* 


Matth. iv. 1 


The 
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The context will inform us, that this 
came to paſs, in the interval, between his 
baptiſm in the river Jordan, and his entrance 
upon his miniſtry as a preacher of the Goſ- 
pel: for we are told, at the 19th verſe of 
the ſame chapter, that Jeſus from 7bat time 
began to preach, and to ſay, Repent, for the 
kingdom of God is at band. It was after his 
baptiſm, that he might not undergo this 
trial till he was prepared for it by the Holy 
Ghoſt, then conferred on him as on other 
men; and though in a very different mea- 
ſure, yet by the ordinary medium of water- 
baptiſm. It was before his preaching, that 
having withſtood the wiles of the adverſary, 
and conquered fin in his own perſon, he 
might recommend and enforce 92 to 
all his hearers. 
The particular which occurs next, is the 
agency or direction by which Jeſus was in- 
troduced to the temptation : he was ed up 
of the Spirit. Having received the Spirit in 
baptiſm, and obtained that teſtimony from 
Heaven, This 7s my beloved ſon ; it might be 
expected, that He who was declared to be 
the Son of God, ſhould be /ed by the Spirit of 
God. And for our fakes he was ready to go 
where the Spirit directed Him; though, as 
| "ol it 
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it appears to us, under every circumſtance 
of diſadvantage and terror. The ſcene of 
his temptation was the wilderneſi. Paradiſe 
had been forfeited by the fall of Adam, and 
the juſt judgment of God had driven us 
from that ſcene of happineſs into the world, 
as into a barren and deſolate wilderneſs. In 
the ſecond Adam, we ſee things working 
backward again to Paradiſe and the Tree of 
Life. He, as our repreſentative, takes our 
nature, with all the diſadvantages of its ſitu- 
ation, and places himſelf in a wilderneſs, 
where ſin had placed us. But as the diſpen- 
ſations of God are found to accord in a won- 
derful manner with one another, this cit» 
cumſtance of the place has reſpet to the 
temptation of the Iſraelites; who, after their 
baptiſm in the Red Sea, were proved in the 
wilderneſs, and fell there, without reaching 
.to Jordan, and the borders of Canaan. 
Chriſt, therefore, being baptized in Jordan, 
goes thence to be proved in the wilderneſs; 
returning as it were to meet the trial over 
again, and defeat the adverſary where the 
ſtrength of his people had failed them“. 

To 


_* Commentators are not agreed about the particular wilder- 
neſs here intended; whether it were the ſame in which the 
Baptiſt was prepared for his miniſtry, and which might be be- 
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To this place, a deſolate howling wilder- 
neſs, the ſpirit led him, in abſolate ſolitude, 
without either meat or drink to ſupport him, 
there to ſpend many days and nights, among 
the wild beaſts, at the hourly hazard of his 
life; and to be tempted of the Devil, more 
cruel/as well as more ſubtile than every beaſt 
of the field. What was the temptation of 
Adam or of "Iſrael when compared with 
this ? The introduction to the temptation 
of Chriſt, the proſpect at the firſt entrance, 
would have blaſted the courage of any other 
man, and have'terrified him out of his ſenſes, 

V. But we are now to apply ſuch light as 
the Scripture affords' us with regard to the 
circumſtance of his faſting, and the particu- 
lar period or duration of it—hen be had 
Jaſted forty days and forty nights, be was 4. 
teruard an hungred. Though nothing is 
here related to us by St. Matt beui, but that 
Chriſt faſted forty days and forty nights, yet 
we learn from the account of St. Luke, that 
| during thele _ days, he was tempted of 


os Jordan, as the place alſo was in which he firſt 8 
Jin baptiſm; or whether it were ſome other more remote: 
bat however this may be, the words of Grotius are worth ob- 
| ſerving—Ceomplementum bec eras weteris figire ; nam et populus 
Jratl per folitudinim dutus. See Poli Synop/, in loc. 

+ Mark i. 13. 


tbe 
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the Devil: but as to the kind and quality of 
the temptations then preſented to him, 
whether ſenſual or intellectual, viſible or 
inviſible, the Scripture. is ſilent; ſuch only 


being publiſhed as happened at the end of 


forty days, and which are more expedient 
for us to know, It is ſcarcely to be ima- 
gined that the tempter would be idle him- 
ſelf, or permit Chriſt to remain unmoleſted 


in his ſolitude, even for a fingle day: but 


the paſſages are omitted, either as being 
too copious and ſuperfluous in themſelves, 
or dangerous for us to be acquainted with, 
or above the reach of our capacity to un- 
derſtand. 

During all this time, he ed; mortify- 
ing the body, and bringing it into fubjec- 
tion, that it might obey the dictates of the 
Spirit. When the bodily appetites are gra- 
tified, the intellectual faculties are not at 
liberty to be influenced by the ſpirit of God. 
He only who can endure hardneſs, and can 
practiſe it by choice, wall be able to endure 
temptation. To this rule Chriſt himſelf 
ſubmitted: as to baptiſm, for the obtaining 
of the Spirit, ſo to faſting, that he might 
concur with the motions of the Spirit : and 
it was proper alſo upon another account; 

„ 
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ſor the act of eating having given occaſion to 
the fall of man, it was natural that the Re- 
deemer ſhould undertake to reverſe our con- 
demnation, by the oppoſite practice of faſt- 
ing, and mortification. 

VI. Concerning the period of forty day, 
the words of St. Zuke ſeem to imply, that it 
refers to ſome other tranſaction of the ſerip- 
ture, as a counter- part and accompliſhment ; 
and that this preciſe time of forty days, 
rather than any other, was proper to the oc- 
caſion. He ſays, when the days were ended, 
or, as the Greek will bear, when the days 
were fulfilled ;” the word being the ſame as 
in that paſſage of St. Mar, what ſhall be 
the ſign when all theſe things ſhall be /u/#/- 
led?” But I lay no great ſtreſs upon the 
word: for whether the expreſſion of the 
— Evangeliſt implies it or not, the period of 
forty days doth certainly connect this tranſ- 
action with many others in the facred 
hiſtory; and there is reaſon to ſuppoſe, that 
the period itſelf was derived from ſome very 
early occaſion. After revolving it long in 
my thoughts, I would propoſe the following 
conjecture to thoſe who are ſkilful in the 
Scripture ; namely, that the firſt man ſpent 


forty days in Paradiſe, and that in this pe- 
I riod 
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riod he was tempted, fell into fin by eating 
the forbidden fruit, and forfeited the Tree 
of Life, with the inheritance of immortality. 
If this be ſuppoſed, the period of forty days 
will occur naturally in other tranſactions, 
and particularlyin this of our Saviour's temp» 
tation, which 1s evidently founded on' the 
temptation and fall of the firſt Adam. The 
curſe brought upon the world by the flood, 
and occaſioned by the Sin committed in 
Paradiſe,* was forty days in the execution ; 
for ſo long the rains were deſcending, and 
the great deep emptying itſelf upon the 
earth's ſurface; that the ſin and its hiſtory 
might be recognized in the puniſhment. 
When the Iſraelites ſearched the land of 
Canaan, that ſecond paradiſe, which was 
to be the reward of their probation in the 
wilderneſs, they had a foretaſte of it for 
forty daysÞ ; and the people who murmured 
at the evil report of the faithleſs Spies, were 
condemned to wander forty years in the 
wilderneſs, a year for a day: ſo that this 
penance ſymbolizes again with the curſe 
which was conſequent to the loſs of Pa- 
radiſe. 7 


See Gen. v. 29 Numb. xiv. 1 34+ 


Under 
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Under the miniſtry of the prophet Jonah, 
the ſpace of forty days was allowed to the 
Ninevites, as an interval, in which they 
might have opportunity of averting the di- 
vine judgment by repentance and faſting. 
Moſes ſpent forty days and forty nights up- 
on the mount, when he received the tables 
of the law, from the hand of God: and the 
ſame act was repeated, on occaſion of the 
tables which were broken. During his 
continuance in the mount, he did neither eat 
bread nor drink water; and his faſt was ob- 
ſerved in a wilderneſs. Elljab allo, when he 
fled out of Judza, croſſed the river Jordan, 
and faſted forty days and forty nights in that 
wilderneſs wherein mount Horeb ſtood ; 
where Moſes had twice faſted for forty days, 
and where the Iſraelites were led about in a 
ſtate of penance for forty years. 

This general agreement on ſo. many occa- 
fions concerning the period of forty days, 
might probably be derived from the original 
I have: ſuppoſed ; but however that may be, 
it could not happen by chance; and there- 
fore it might well be ſaid, when Chriſt had 
faſted forty days, that the days were fufilled; 
this period, according to the abundant teſti- 
mony of the ſcripture, being more ſuitable 
233 | * 


” WT 
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to the occaſion than any other. As he ſuf- 
fered and roſe again on the third day, accord- 
ing to the Scripture, ſo he faſted forty days 
according to the ſame Scripture : and the ex- 
ample of Moſes, independent of every other 
teſtimony, would have been thought ſuffi= 
cient to prove this, in the opinion of many 
good judges, both ancient and modern. 
VII. The Hunger, which aroſe in our 

blefſed Lord, when the forty days were ex- 
pired, prepared the way for the firſt temp- 
tation which the Scripture hath recorded: fo 
that the hiſtory, now deſcending to particu- 
Jars, begins where Satan began with Eve in 
Paradiſe, namely, with a perſuaſion to cat; 
and on ſuch principles as were contrary to 
the will of God. The tempter came to 
him and ſaid, if thou be the Son of God, com- 
mand that theſe ſtones be made bread. The Devil 
is called the tempter at his firſt appearance, 
and had acquired the title by many acts, 
eſpecially by one, prior to the preſent occa- 
ſion. The fame Spirit had found his way 
into Paradiſe, to ſeduce the parents of the 
human race, in the character of the Serpent, 
the only name under which we hear of him 
in the Book of Geneſis. But in the Book 
of Revelation, the figurative and the proper 
C names 
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names are applied to the ſame agent; and 
being taken togezher, the perſon; intended 
by them is ſufficiently aſcertained—- He laid 
bold. on the Dragon, that old Serpent, which 
ic the Devil a and Satan, and bound him a thous 
_ fand years s. Under his ancient character, 
and pon the ſatne buſineſs which firſt 
brought him into the world, he preſents 
himſelf to Chriſt in his ſolitude, and makes 
his attempt in a perſonal converſation, as at 
firſt in the Garden of Eden. Under what 
figure he. appeared, it is not very material 
for ug to Know, and it would be fruitleſs to 
enquire. It is much more ſor our purpoſe 
here, to obſerve, that he doth not operate 
upon our Saviour by any internal ſuggeſtions, 
as upon other men, but hy a diſcoutſe from 
without: and the ale of; this is den 
inquiring into. 

VIII. When the bature af man was a3 
yet uncorrupted by fin; the wicked Spirit 
had no immediate aeeeſs to the heart, but 
was obliged. to temꝑt Eve in the way of 2 
perſonal conver ſation; as ſhe allo Parents 
tempted. Adam. But when his lyes had 
taken effect, the condition of our nature, was 
a and he who had ſpoken from with- 


. n 


out, 


| 
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out, acquired, by the juſt permiſſion of God 
the privilege of ſpeaking from within. As 
the poiſon of the Serpent's mouth diffuſes 


itſelf over the whole frame of man, and 


ſoon carries its effects to the vital parts; ſo 
did the power of the ſpiritual Serpent get 
poſſeſſion of the heart, and of all that is with- 
in us, our thoughts, deſites and affections. 
He is ſtyled, the Spirit that now worketh IN 
the Children of diſobedience x; and that /irong 
delyfion, as it is called, with which they are 
viſited who receive not the love of the truth, 
is, when more literally rendered, deceit wor- 
ing within them t. To convince us of this 
mortifying fact, ſo inconſiſtent with the pre- 


ſumed dignity of human nature, the bodies 


as well as the ſouls of men were delivered up 
to be agitated by evil Spirits; and Chriſt 
caſt them out from the body in the preſence 
of the multitude, to ſhew that he only can 
make us free, and reſtore us to the original 
immunities of our nature, by diſlodging the 
Devil ſrom his habitation in the heart and 
affections. In one of the parables of our 
Lord, the ſame evil Spirit is ſignified by a 


firong man armed, who keepeth his palace, and 


Te voy anpyerl@ EN Toig teig rug amufua;, Epheſ, ii. 2. 
+ Dervua ang. 2 Fheff: ii. 11. : 
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his goods are in peace. The paſſions, convert - 
ed into his domeſtics, become obedient to 
his word; and the will cannot reſiſt him, fo 
long as it is inſenſible of his tyranny. Till 
4 fironger than he comes upon him, he is un- 
moleſted in his dwelling: for man doth not 
know, till revelation informs him of it, that 
he is infeſted by ſuch an Uſutper : and they 
who are but half- inſtructed in the principles 
of the Goſpel, are too apt to be indifferent 
in their attention to the powerful operations 
of this infernal Agent, who is almoſt totally 
forgotten in ſome cold and barren exhorta- 
tions to moral virtue independent of chriſtian 
faith, Perhaps it may be thought low, im- 
pertinent, and diſcouraging, to be bringing 
in the agency of the Devil upon every occa- 
ſion: but it is to be feared, he hath moſt to 
do now, as of old in the heathen world, 
where he is leaſt thought of. It is our duty, 
and will be found our greateſt wiſdom, to 
take the Chriſtian ſyſtem as we find it; to 
omit imaginary improvements, and to be- 
lieve as the ſcripture directs; which informs 
us too plainly to be contradicted, that the 
Deceiver bath ſeated himſelf in the human 
heart, and hath gotten poſſeſſion of our 
interior economy. And if the ſcripture 
| had 
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had given us no other evidence, this one 
conſideration would for ever fatisfy me, that 
our nature is depraved, and that fin, from 
the fall of Adam, is or:gmal * to the con- 
ſtitution of man, as certainly as that the 
captive of an Algerine renegado is not poſ- 
ſeſſed of the freedom of an Engliſhman; 
though I do not here ſtand to enquire how 
far the caſes are parallel +. 

IX. But that influence to which other 
men are ſubject, could not extend in like 
manner to the perſon of Chriſt. In him, we 
have another perfect man, untouched by the 
tempter, and upon the terms of the firſt 
Adam. To him therefore, as at firſt, the 
evil ſpirit makes his approaches from with- 
out, propoſing his ſuggeſtions in a perſonal 
converſation—The tempter came to him and 


* This doctrine gave riſe (how early I cannot find) to the 
ceremony of exorciſm, which was performed in the primitive 
Church together with the office of baptiſm, and that not only 
in the baptiſm of adults, but of infants. See Szicer under the 
word #50pr40 pegs 

+ On the Text of Eph. ii. 2. Theophyla has this remark ; 
che vis, TY arayxatoy\©-, ara Te Ui obey JN dri inodluy 
apyu* migye tv Toig viekg T1; arb, Turert, Toig jun Wiiboperoig 
Mey Ow, cri 9. E, A , M .“ He hath not 
hid, of the Spirit which compellutb, but which worketh in the 

ildren of diſobedience ; whence it is manifeſt that Satan 
ruleth over voluntary ſubjefts” —volentes per populos dat jura 
—and again—** He worketh in the children of 4/obedrence, 
that is, in thoſe who do ret obey God, but obey him, with- 


out compulſion,” 
C 3 ſaid, 
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ſaid, If thou be the Son of God, command theſe 
ones to be made bread, In this, Chriſt is 
perſuaded, to make proviſion for the fleſh to 
fulfil the luſts thereof, by unlawful means, 
and to labour for the meat that periſheth, in- 
ſtead of that which endureth to everlaſiin 
life. His reaſoning is to this purpoſe ; ** 1 
« thou be the Son of God, thou can'ſt not 
want power and intereſt ſufficient to ob- 
* tain bread for the ſatisfying of thy hun- 
« ger. No Father, even amongſt men, if 
« his Sen alk read, will give him a /tone 
« inſtead of it : therefore theſe tones at thy 
% command will be turned into bread ; pro- 
« yided thou really art, what the voice 
“ from heaven hath declared thee to be, the 
% Son of God; and allo that thou art in want 
* of bread ; of which there can be no doubt 
0 after ſuch a courſe of abſtinence.” This 
reaſoning is plauſible, and ſeems inoffenlive : 
but the evil tendency of it is made to appear 
by the anſwer it received It is written, 
* man ſhall not live by bread alone, but by 
& every word that proceedeth out of the 
« mouth of God.” Chriſt, in his neceſſity, 
is tempted by Satan to diſtruſt the care of 
God, and to take thought for his life, what 
he ſhould eat, The bread which he perſuad- 
2 ed 
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ed Chriſt to provide by a miracle was not 
the true bread, but that food of the hody, 
which is the primary object to thoſe whoſe 
affections are not ſet upon God. Our firſt 
care ſhould be to ſecure that which endurerh 
to everlaſting life ; and then the care of God, 
according to his yord, will be engaged to 
provide the other, or to put us in a way of 
providing it, by fome lawful means. When 
he led the Iſraelites into the wilderneſs, he 
provided that food 'by a miracle, which 
could not be provided by the ordinary 
means: when he ſends us forth into the 
world upon our duty, he gives his promiſe, 
that he will never leave us nor forſake us. 
And by the fame rule, the emptineſs of the 
wilderneſs could not leave Chriſt unprovid- 
ed, when he had placed himſelf there by the 
direction of God. Therefore he anſwers, 
« Man ſhall not live by bread alone, but by 
« every word that proceedeth out of the 
« mouth of God. They who can believe, 
* that this bread is of ſo much importance 
* as you would perfuade them, will not 
* long be innocent; and as ſoon as they 
«© attempt to procure it in your way, they 
*« will be guilty.” If Eve had made a like 
anſwer, the world had never been loſt. To 
2 C 4 her 
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her the Devil offered an inferior fort of bread, 
when the food of immortality was at hand, 


The Tree of Life grew in the ſame garden 
with the Tree of Knowledge; but it was 
provided for the ſpiritual appetite ; and the 
Tempter ſucceeded by adapting his Temp- 
tation to the carnal. 

X. On another occaſin, the Iſraelites 
were tempted in like manner 70 luſt after 
evil things, When they were ſuffered to 
hunger (as Moſes reminded them) they mur- 
mured againſt their leaders, and wiſhed to 
partake once more of the bread of Egypt *. ,, 
In this time of their neceſſity, they were 


_ ſupplied with bread from Heaven; that 


very food to which our Saviour referred in 
theſe words He fed thee with Manna, that 
be might make thee know, that man doth not 
live by bread only, but by every word that pro- 


ceedetb out of the mouth of the Lord. For Eve 


in Paradiſe the Tree of Life was provided: 

theſe Iſraelites in the wilderneſs were fed 
with Manna from Heaven: in each of theſe 
caſes there was a proviſion of ſupernatural 
and heavenly nouriſhment ; but in each it 
was rejected, and the preference given to 


another ſort of diet; which was attended 


I 


* Exod. xvi. 3. | 
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with ſervility and miſery in Egypt, and with 
ſpiritual death in Paradiſe. | 

When Chriſt was an hungred in the wil- 
derneſs, a method was propoſed to him, 
whereby he alſo might have fallen after the 
ſame examples of unbelief : but this, inſtead 
of ſeducing him, as it had ſucceeded before, 
gave him occaſion to reverſe the fin of man 
by making a contrary choice: and thus the 
Devil was taken in his own ſnare. 

XI. The next attempt of the adverſary, 
is to make Chriſt aſſume his own character, 
that of a tempter, even a tempter of God: 
a character which argues the higheſt degree 
of preſumption, and is peculiarly odious, be- 
cauſe it is defiled with the wickedneſs of 
the Devil; who, being a ſpirit, can be 
guilty only of ſpiritual wickedneſs. Ther 
the Devil taketh him up into the holy city, 
and ſetteth him on a pinnacle of the Temple, 
and ſaith unto him, if thou. be the Son of God, 
caſt thyſelf down; for it is written, be ſhall 
give his Angels charge concerning thee, and 
in their hands they ſhall bear thee up, left at 
any time thou daſh thy foot againſt a ſtone. By 
this we diſcover, that the Devil is acquaint- 
ed with the Scripture, and can reaſon from 
it with a malignant gravity, to ſerye his 

own 
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own wicked purpoſes, We think it ak ign 
of godlineſs, if a man is diligent in turning 
oyer the Bible. But certainly, this rule is 
not to be relied upon, becauſe it hath been 
peruſed by the Deyil, the father of all miſ- 
chief; Bo it hath always been applied to, 
nd now is, by many, with the fpirit of the 
vil; a Spirit which turns the Scripture 
againſt its own Truth; uſing it as an engine 
accommodated to all the deſigns and doc- 


trines of darkneſs. He that would deceive 


4 Chriſtian, muſt do it with a Bible in his 
hand. Therefore Satan, whoſe office it is 
to deceive, hath been careful not to neglect 
the reading of the Scripture: but he who 
liſtens to it when thus perverted, hath the 
means of his Salvation turned into the in- 
ſtruments of his deſtruction; and is in that 
fearful ſtate, wherein the things that ſhould 


have been for his wealth, become an occa- 


ſion of falling. 

XII. If we examine how the Devil ac- 
commodates the Scripture to his own pur- 
poſes, we ſhall gain ſome inſight into the 
myſtery of iniquity, and the working of 
Antichriſt, He gives a literal interpretation 


of a * urative paſſage ; which ought to teach 


ence the * interpretation of ſuch 
Scrip- 
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Scriptures is derived, © Caſt thyſelf down,” 
ſays he, for “ the Angels will bear thee 
up, leſt thou daſh tby foot againſt a ſtone.” 
He had planted Chriſt upon the top of thoſe 
mighty ſtones and buildings which com- 
poſed the Temple at Jeruſalem ; a ſituation, 
from whence no man could caſt himſelf 
down, without being daſhed in pieces before 
he came near the ground. But it having 
been promiſed to the Meſſiah in the Plalms, 
that he ſhould not da/b bis foot againſt @ ftanes 
the Tempter perſuades him, that the Angels 
would bear him up aloft in the air, ſo that 
he ſhould be dad wonderfully in an 
upper. Region, without any peril of being 
daſhed againſt the walls of the Temple, or 
of alighting upon the earth in ſuch a manner 
as to endanger his life, Had eredulity or. 
vanity, or both together, prevailed upon 
Chriſt-to comply with this propoſal, he had 
committed himſelf to the Prince of the power 
of the air; had forfeited the protection of 
God, and the miniſtry of the holy Angels; 
who were not engaged to aſſiſt in any ſuch 
wild undertaking as this: and if his imme» 
diate death had not followed from natural 
cauſes, it ſeems reaſonable to. believe, = 
C 
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the Devil would have been permitted to de» 
ſtroy him in his fall. 

The promiſe of God, according to the 
Intention of the Scripture, was only this ; 
that the Angels ſhould have charge over the 
Meſſiah, to preſerve him in all his ways 
(which words the Tempter omitted, as not 
for his purpoſe,) from the offence and miſ- 
chief of Sin. Thus it was ſaid of Chriſt 
himſelf, that he ſhould be a fone of tumbling 
and a rock of offence to the people of Iſrael : 
not ſuch a fone as their feet ſhould literally 
ſtumble at, nor ſuch a rock as they ſhould 
fall againſt to the breaking of their bones ; 
but a perſon, with whoſe life and doctrine 
they ſhould be. ſo offended, as to ſtumble 
morally in the courſe of their obedience, and 
fall into ſin and the judgment of God. 

If the text be taken in this its true ſenſe, 
how abſurd is the Devil's inference ! . The 
« Grace of God, and the Miniſtry of his 
« Angels ſhall keep thee from offending and 
4 falling into Sin; therefore, caſt ' thyſelf 
« down from the top of the Temple !” If 
the Devil underſtood this Scripture himſelf, 
he muſt have ſuppoſed that Chriſt did not 
underſtand it, or that vanity would corrupt 
his judgment. By the anſwer he received, 

the 


On the Temptation of Crixtsr. 29 


the matter was cleared up in very few words, 
and his mouth was ſtopped upon this ſubject. 
lt is written again, thou ſhalt not tempt the 
Lord thy God: Our Saviour quotes another 
Text of Scripture, to ſhew that the Devil 
had quoted his wrong : and this is the only 
effectual way; for God can neither contra- 
dict himſelf, nor be the author of Sin. The 
Text, as here miſapplied, is an encourage- 
ment to tempt God, with the view of put- 
ting his power and veracity to the proof, 
and render both of them ſubſervient to hu- 
man fancy; ſo that nothing more was neceſ- 
ſary, than to ſhew briefly, in the words of 
Scripture, that the attempt was contrary to 
a plain prohibition. Spiritual wickedneſs can 
find no apology but from the word of God 
ignorantly or maliciouſly interpreted: and 
whatever they who are thus employed may 
imagine or pretend, malice will influence 
the interpretations of ſome men, as ſurely 
as it did influence that of the Devil. This 
was the method firſt obſerved in Paradiſe. 
The forbidden Tree was marked out to 
Adam and Eve by the word of God, as the 
Tree of the Knowledge of good and evil; from 
which expreſſion, the Devil taught Eve to 


expect 
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expect a divine and God-like knowledge 
from it; and thus prevailed upon her to put 
the word of God to the trial; in contempt 
of that other poſitive declaration — In tlie 
day t bou eateſft thou ſhalt | ſurely die. Here he 
proceeds upon à like foundation God 
* hath promiſed to bear thee up that thou 
«& fall not into Sin; try therefore, whether 
<. his Angels will not bear thee up, and pre- 
be ſerve thee from fallirig to the earth,” 
Had the experiment been made, the ſame 
conſequence might be expected as in the caſe 
of Eve. Such is the nature, and ſuch are 
the devices of ſpiritual wiekedneſs; that pe- 

culiar ſort of wickedneſs, which originates in 
the Devil; for in all this there is nothing of 
the world nor ef the fleſn. Thefleſblyoppetite 
had already been applied to, to produce diſ- 
truſt in the providenee of God: here the 
mind is ſtitted up to a godly fort of inſolence 
aud preſumption; the inoſt miſchievous and 
deſperate of all: wickedneſs, whether we 
judge of it by its temper or by its effects. 
The matter of the next temptation is ſuited 
to the 3 of life and the Or for 


XIII. Again, 
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XIII. Again, the Devel tateth him up into 
on exceeding high mountain, and ſheweth, him 
all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of 
them: aud faith unto: him, all theſe things 
will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and 
worſhip me——to which St. Luke adds—for 
that (the world and its glory) 5 is delivered unto 
me, and ta whomſoever F will,; I give it. The 
Devil being the father of lies, is not to be 
truſted in any thing he utters, without a 
ſuſpicious ſerutiny ; yet it ſeems in part to 
be true, (and it opens an ample field for ſpe- 
culation) that this world is committed to 
him, and that he has power to beſtow it, by 
God's permiſſion, on thoſe who comply with 
the condition of falling down and worſhipping 
him. The four great monarchies of the 
world; by whom its. power and glory were 
poſſeſſed, the Babyloman, Perſian, Grecian, 
Roman,. were all heathen, and conſequently 
devoted to Satan. The whole world of the 
Gentiles, when it was exhibited to Chriſt 
from the top of the mountain, was in this 
ſtate, being not yet redeemed from the power 
of Satan unto God. It is remarkable, that 
the conqueſts added to the Roman Empire 
in its heathen ſtate, dropped away from it 


by 
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by degrees in its Chriftian, and were made 
over to barbarians and idolaters, who came 
down like a torrent from the northern regi- 
ons. What was anciently the Roman Em- 
| pire, is now broken into a multitude of 
fragments, and diſtributed among the inde- 
pendent Princes of Chriſtendom. No rapid 
conqueſts have been obtained, no grand ex- 
tenſion of Sovereign Empire, but by Turkith 
infidels, who began with abominating the 
worſhip of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and who 
roſe to ſuch ſublimity of power and ſplendor, 
as hath in a manner eclipfed all the glory of 
the weſtern kingdoms for nigh a thoufand 
years paſt. But leaving theſe refleQions to be 
carried on by thoſe, who are acquainted with 
the ſucceſſion of Empires, and the revolu- 
tions of the world, I return to our bleſſed 
Saviour; who refufed to comply with the 
propoſed condition, and, from the mention 
of it, detected the devil, and called him by 
his proper name — Ger 7hee hence, SAT AN; for 
it is written, thou ſhalt ' worſhip the Lord 
thy God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve. 
He who propoſes a contrary object of wor- 
ſhip, muſt be Satan, the apoſtate, the rival, 
and the adverſary of God. 


It 
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It is not an evil thing in itſelf to poſſeſs 
the power or the glory of the world ; but 
only when it is obtained on the Devil's 
terms: for Chriſt himſelf, by refuſing it 
when offered in this form, received it with 
infinite increaſe from the hands of God— 
All power is given unto him both in heaven and 
m earth; He is King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords, and his name is above every name. 
Having conquered in this trial, and refuſed 
to bow to Satan, every knee ſhall bow wnto 
Him; and all the principalities and powers 
in earth and heaven have now no greater 
honour than to be his ſubjects and ſervants. 

XIV. The temptation being thus ended, 
and the Devil having exhauſted his artifices 
for the preſent, departed from him, as St. 
Luke obſerves, for a ſeaſon ; to return once 
more in the hour of darkneſs, and take every 
advantage of his ſorrows and ſufferings. For 
the adverſary of mankind can plough in every 
ſoil, and ſcatter ſuch. ſeeds as will grow in 
every climate; accommodating himſelf with 
equal {kill to the ſunſhine of felicity and the 
clouds of adverſity. But the conflict being 
over for the preſent, Chriſt obtained higher 
bleſſings from God even in this world, than 
the Devil could offer as the rewards of Sin— 

D Angels 
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Angels came and miniſired unto bin He who 
had ſuffered hunger for the fulfilling of 
rightequſneſs, and without departing from 
his hope and confidence, had a ſupply of re- 
freſhment from heaven itſelf; he who ac- 
cepted not honour and power when offered 
to him by Satan, was attended as the Lord 
of heaven and earth by the Spirits and 
miniſters of the moſt high God. 

XV. The moral intention of Chriſt's 
Temptation hath leſs difficulty in it than 
the preceding parts of the ſubject. In all 
the other remarkable paſſages of his life, we 
conſider him as an example or pattern to his 
diſciples. He may ſafely be taken for ſuch 
in this account of his Temptation : which, 
ſhort as it is, doth ſet before us every kind 
of danger that can occur to us in the courſe 
of our Chriſtian warfare. And why ſhould 
the proſpect of being conformed to his Image 
terrify or diſpleaſe us? Are we Chriſtians in 
fact, or in pame only? Doth not reaſon re- 
quite, that if we expect to be diſtinguiſhed 
from the world by rejoicing with Chriſt, we 
ſhould firſt be content to er with him? 

That if we wiſh to be crowned, we ſhould 
firſt be tried? How do we reaſon with our- 
ſelves in ſimilar caſes? If a perſon be diſ- 

* eaſed 
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eaſed in any limb, or wounded, and there 
be no hope of his recovery till it is cut off, 
he ſubmits to hear the ſurgeons conſulting 
about the operation, and expoles himſelf to 
the pain of it, in hope of that caſe and 
health, which they promiſe as the conſe- 
quence. And why ſhould a man be leſs 
prudent and leſs refolute for the benefit of 
his - foul, than for the preſervation of his 
body? It is better to purchaſe health with 
the loſs of a limb, than that the body ſhould 
remain intire, and perith of its diſeaſe, It 
is better that the appetites ſhould be diſap- 
pointed; that life ſhould ſeem imperfect; 
and that every occaſion of oftence ſhould be 
cut off; than that a man ſhould be ruined 
in the other world (and probably in this alſo) 
by reſigning himſelf up to be directed by 
thoſe Egyptian taſk-maſters, his own luſts 
and paſſions I is better to enter into hfe halt 
and maimed, than having two bands or tuo 
eyes to be caſt into bell fire. 

- If we conſider the ſnares that are laid for 
us, (never without ſome bait, / and the cer- 
tain conſeqences of diſobedience, we (hall 
find it neceſſary to be circumſpect: and if 
we look forward to the reward promiſed to 
him that overcometh, we ſhall not think it 

D 2 hard, 
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hard, if ſuch difficulties occur as are com- 
mon to thoſe who have engaged themſelves 
in a military life. A ſtate of war is not a 
ſtate of enjoyment, but of exerciſe and danger: 
and it is far better that the ſoldier ſhould be 
perſuaded of this, and adopt it as a princi- 
ple, while his arms are in his hand; than 
that he ſhould diſcover the truth of it, when 
he is a difarmed captive in the hands of a 
mercileſs enemy. | 

XVI. With ſeriouſneſs then, but not with 
fearfulneſs, we may draw near to behold 
the nature of our own calling, in this glaſs 
of our Saviour's Temptation, His baptiſm 
in Jordan was the Introduction to his Miniſ- 
try in the world; and he was then declared 


to be the Son of God. At our baptiſm; we 
are the adopted Sons of God, and enter upon 


the courſe of the Chriſtian life. We are re- 
quired to renounce the world, the fleſh, and 
the Devil, the profeſſed enemies of our Sal- 
vation; who will meet us, as we come for- 
ward in life, under a variety of diſguiſes, and 
endeavour to ſeduce us from the Law of God. 
Our maſter did not offer himſelf to the 
Tempter, that his followers might live in in- 
dolence, and have nothing to encounter; but 


that they might know how to wirhftand in 


the 
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the evil day. The Sons of God are not per- 
mitted to remain in a ſupine expectation of 
the promiſed _ inheritance ; but are d up 
rait way out of the water into the wilderneſs, 
there to be tempred of the Devil. As the 
Iſraelites, after their baptiſm in the Red Sea, 
were led into the wilderneſs; and as Chriſt 
was led up ſtraitway from Jordan into the 
wilderneſs; ſo we are brought from the 
Laver of Regeneration in the Church back 
again into the world, there to ſojourn for a 
while, till Gad hath proved us, aud found us 
worthy for himſelf *. 

This being the end for which God per- 
mits us to be tempted, we are exhorted by 
St. James, to count it all joy when we fall into 
divers temptations. But then, as an haughty 
Spirit goeth before a fall, and leſt we ſhould 
be too forward, preſuming upon our ſtrength; 
we are taught to pray daily to our heavenly 
Father, that he would not lead us into temp- 
tation. Before a temptation hath reached 
us, we are to diſtruſt ourſelves, and to pray 
that God in his mercy would deliver us from 
the trial: and upon this conſideration, happy 
is the man that feareth always r; who know- 


|» Wiſdom iii. 3. + Prov. xxviii. 14. 
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ing his own weakneſs, will not ruſh haſtily 
into the battle. When we read the hiſtoties 
of campaigns, whether ancient or modern, 
foreign or domeſtic, this moral preſents it- 
ſelf to us every where, that a confident 
enemy is ſure to be beaten 3 becauſe it is the 
nature of confidence to be unprepared. But 
when we find ourſelves vifited with any rial 
of our faith, we are to rejoice under it on 
this account, as knowing the wiſe and 
righteous deſign with which it is ſent upon 
us, and accepting it as a divine teſtimony of 
our adoption and election. Yet here again 
we are upon ſlippery ground, and muſt take 
care not to miſtake 4 fulling into Sin for a 


falling into Temptation. He who is tempted 


can have no reaſon to rejoice, but fo fat only 
as the trial gives hirh an opportunity of ptov- 
ing the power of his good principles, and of 
ſhewing his fidelity to God by reſiſting and 
overcoming the temptation. —— 

XVII. The Chriſtian muſt prepare him 
felf to receive the aſſaults of Satan, as Chriſt 
alſo was prepared ; that is, by abſtinence 
and mortification, What was the caſe with 
thoſe champions; who prepared thetnſelves 
to obtain a  corruptzble crown, ſuch as was 


beftowed in the heathen ſports upon him that 


conquered 


KA 
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conquered in running, wreſtling or fight- 
ing ? For ſome months before the great day 
came, on which their {kill was to be proved, 
they abſtained from all groſs diet, anointed 
their bodies, and exerciſed their limbs: to 
which St. Paul alluding, obſerves—be that 
ftriveth for the maſtery is temperate in all things. 
And can it be thought unfit, that the ſer- 
vant of God, who wreſtleth againſt principa- 
litres and powers, ſhould uſe abſtinence and 
faſting ; when they, who wreſtled againſt fleſh 
and blood, allowed the neceflity, and ſub- 
mitted chearfully to the practice of it ? 

The compariſon by which the Apoſtle 
hath illuſtrated this matter, will ſet the 
doctrine of ating in its proper light: for as 
the temperance obſerved by thoſe comba- 
tants was no part of their maſtery, but only 
prepared the way to it; ſo the practice of 
faſting is not to be inſiſted upon for its own 
ſake, but rather for its effects; as it brings 
the body into ſubjection, and thereby rectiſies 
the mind, that it may be ready to obey the 
dictates of the divine Spirit, and refit the 
allurements of vice. Faſting is not the 
victory itfelf, but a preparatory circum- 
ſtance : therefore he who pleaded his faſting 
as a merit in itſelf, and ſaid; Lord, I fa/? 
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twice in the week, while he had failed of the 


effect, and was ſtill of a proud unmortified 


ſpirit; that man departed from the Temple 
without receiving any teſtimony of his »/- 


tification. 
XVIII. The defign of faſting being rightly 


underſtood, it will thence appear to be ne- 
ceflary ; however ſome chriſtians may have 


given themſelves the liberty of diſputing 


againſt it; while others have treated it as an 


object of  raillery and ridicule. God, they 


fay, hath required no ſuch ſervice at our 


hands (though Chriſt himſelf hath given 
directions for the rational obſervation “ of it, 
and connected it with the duties of prayer 
and almſziving/); the goſpel is the marriage 


of Cana in Galilee, a ſtate of perpetual feſ- 


tivity; faſting, a-barren virtue of the cloiſter, 


fit only for the ſour, melancholy, ſuperſti- 
tious monaſtic. The Reformation had many 


great and good effects; but it had this bad 
one, that it induced ſome to throw off ſuch 


-reitrai::ts-as are neceſſary for a chriſtian, and 
to improve themſelves into libertines : ſo 
- univerſally true is the old obſervation—Dumr 


vitant ſtulti vitia, in contraria Currunt— 
% Fools correct one evil | by another”, But 
See Matth. vi. 17. 


they 
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they who argue for ſuch improvements, of- 
fend againſt the rules of common prudence, 
and are ignorant of the firſt elements of 
chriſtianity, What an extravagant opinion 
muſt they entertain of their own ſufficiency ! 
If Chriſt himſelf, conſidered as a man en- 
dued with like paſſions with ourſelves, was 
not fitted for temptation without a previous 
mortifying of the fleſh ; what are they pre- 
tending to? are their abilities greater than 
his? ſurely they muſt think ſo: and that 
they are able to conquer vice in the 
midſt of eaſe and indulgence, for the ac- 
compliſhing of which Chriſt himſelf faſted, 
and that for forty days? The notion is 
equally abſurd and preſumptuous; ſuggeſted 
by the tempter himſelf; who, knowing that 
the paſſions are headſtrong, and the reaſon- 
ing faculties weak and abject when the body 
is indulged, counſels us to eat and drink and 
riſe up to play; to mix with the worſt part 
of the world at all ſeaſons, and abſtain 
from none of its recreations, that we may 
be ready to follow him who will guide us 
into fire and brimſtone, inſtead of that bleſſ- 
ed Spirit who would lead us to the felicity 
of Heaven. This is the method he inſpires 
for the overcoming of all temptations. But 
we have not fo learned Chriſt ; whoſe ex- 

ample 


0 
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ample being now before us ought to convince 
us, that as he went into a lonely wilderneſs, 
and faſted forty days, we alſo, if we wiſh to 
conquer the world, the fleſh, and the Devil, 
muſt attempt it in a ſtate of abſtinence and 
retirement. It is neceſſary that we ſhould 
perform the duties of ſociety, and it is better 
for us that we ſhould mix with the world on 
many occaſions, than that we ſhould avoid 
it; becauſe a pious caution may very eaſily 
degenerate into a diſdainful miſanthropy, 
the very reverſe of the chriſtian Spirit: but 
it may ſafely be affirmed, that he who would 
know how 10 uſe this world as not abufing it, 
muſt learn his leſſon, not in the world, but 
out of it. | | 
XIX. Thus prepared we may be able to 
ſtand againſt the enemy; who will aſſuredly 
come to us, as to Eve in Paradiſe, and to 
Chriſt in the wilderneſs; making the ſame 
offers, and urging the ſame reaſons as before 
(for he has nothing new), and commonly in 
the ſame order. When Chriſt was an 
hungred, the Tempter came to him and jad, 
Tf thou be the Son of God, command that theſe 
Rones be made bread. God, who was able to 
_ ſupport Chriſt in the wilderneſs, hath pro- 
miſed to ſupport us in the world, and give 
| | us 
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vs all things requiſite toward the ſupply of 
our temporal neceſſities. The Tempter 
bids us diſtruſt His providence, infuſing the 
injurious opinion, that we are ſent into this 
wilderneſs to periſh with hunger, and ſhall 
certainly be obliged to make proviſion for 
the fleſh in oppoſition to the law of God. 
How many thouſands fall into this ſnare ! 
ſome through indolence; others through the 
want of education and diſcipline ; and ſome 
of pure malignity. They accept what the 
Devil preſents, and convert it into a liveli- 
hood. Even good men are not exempt 
from the hazard of offending, by having 
recourſe to unlawful methods of advancing 
themſelves and enriching their families. It 
may be pleaded, and I doubt not but it 
hath been - pleaded very ſucceſsfully, that 
good principles in bad times will have the 
natural effect of raiſing them enemies, and 
keeping them in obſcurity.: that godlineſs 
never was 4 thriving trade, but in the days 
when hypocriſy was rampant ; that truth 
and integrity are condemned to aſſociate 
with poverty, and muſt therefore be ſold to 
ſupply prefent occaſions. 
Diſtruſt may have the fame effect upon 
the pious, as preſumption hath upon the 


impious, 
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impious, and may raiſe ſimilar reflections in 


the mind, all tending to an Epicurean exclu- 


ſion of divine providence. The latter faith, Is 


there knowledge in the'Moft High?*— He careth 
not for it——He bideth away bis face, and will 
never ſee it—S0o likewiſe the former is tempt- 
ed to aſk—Shall God prepare a table in the 


wilderneſs ? Yes: for that is the place which 


requires the interpoſition | of his power. 


When human ſuccours fail, and human en- 
deavours cannot anſwer the purpoſe, there is 
a fit occaſion for us to /zft up our eyes unto the 


hills from whence cometh our help: and the 


ſervants of God are ſometimes brought into 


ſuch a ſituation, that it may appear whether 


they will caſt their care upon Him who 


careth for them and hath commanded them 


to take no thought (no anxious deſpairing 
thought) for the morrow ; promiſing that 
He will never leave them nor forſake them. 


The goodneſs of 'God can find us out in the 


middle of a deſart, in the moſt unpromiſ- 
ing circumſtances; and if our faith endures 


the trial, his angels will be ſent to minifter 


unto us; ſome hand unlooked for, the in- 


ſtrument and meſſenger of an inviſible power, 


may adminiſter an abundant ſupply. of all 


our wants: and they who will truſt to the 
declarations 
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_ declarations of the divine word, will not be | 
diſappointed. The eyes of all wait upon thee, | 
O Lord, and thou giveſt them meat in due | 
ſeaſon; thou openeft thine hand and they are | 
filled with good. But then it is to be under- | 
ſtood, that the animal creation which receives 
the bleſſing of God, and is ſupported by his vB 
bounty, is always in action: the beaſts are | 
employed in daily labour ; birds of the air | 
are upon the wing from the dawning of the = 
day to the cloſe of the evening; the bees and | 
the ants improve every interval for the en- 
creaſing of their ſtores: therefore it would | 
be vain to imagine, that indolence in man 
can entitle him to the bounty of his Maker. | 

XX. Man being compoſed of body and | | 
ſpirit, two kinds of nouriſhment are ſet be- n 
fore him; the meat which periſheth, and is ” 
defigned only for the bodily appetite ; and | 
the meat which enduretb to everlaſting life, 
given to us by the Son of man in the ſacra- 
ment of the Holy Euchariſt. It is called 
meat indeed; as if no other deſerved the name 
when compared with this. The Euchariſt 
is in the church what the Tree of Life was 
in Paradiſe, and what the manna was in the 
wilderneſs ; a teſt of our faith and hope, as 
well as a vehicle of ſpiritual life: and it 

meets 
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meets with the like reception ; for the ſouls 


of many do hath this hight bread. It doth 


not encourage any aſpiring thoughts as to 
this world, nor doth it pretend to gratify 


the luſts of the fleſh : ſo it hath nothing that 


can recommend it to thoſe who walk after 
the fleſh. Its efficacy extends only to the 
nouriſhing of the ſoul, and prepares it for a 
better life. But what is this to the covetous, 
the ambitious, or the ſenſual; whoſe 


thoughts and views are terminated by the 
objects of this life? Spiritual meat requires 


a ſpiritual appetite. There is an hunger of 
the mind, as well as an hunger of the body; 


and our Saviour hath ſignified it to us in 


thoſe words — Bed are they that hunger and 
thirſt after righteouſneſs, for they ſhall be filled. 


If men do not come to be thus filled, it is a 


ſign they have no ſuch appetite as is here 
intended : and a want of appetite is a bad 
ſymptom, which, if not removed, muſt end 
in the death of the patient. It is much to 


be lamented, that when God hath prepared 


a table for us in this wilderneſs, and given 


us the true bread from Heaven, of which the 


manna was no more than a ſymbol, many 


who have been baptized and brought up to 
read that ſcripture, wherein it is written 


Except 
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Except ye eat the fleſh of the Son of man, and 
drink bis blood, ye have no life in you *, can 
yet be eaſy under a total neglect of the holy 
communion ; by which they reverſe their 
baptiſm as far as N is in their power, and 
expole themſelves under a voluntary excom- 
munication, a ſentence of ſpiritual death 


pronounced againſt them by Chriſt himſelf, 


who came into the world for no end but to 
offer them everlaſting life. In this caſe, the 
fleth is preferred to the ſpirit, and the little 
concerns of this preſent world to the great 
objects of an higher ſtate. And to convince us 
that the neglect is unpardonable, the ſame 
perſons will frequently be found wiſe in 
their generation, able to reaſon and draw 


conſequences, cunning and circumſpe& in 


driving a profitavle bargain, and diligent in 
the buſineſs of their vocation, for the benefit 
of themſelves and their families. 

XXI. There ſeemeth to be yet another 
ſhape under which this temptation occurs to 
us. The word of Gad is the bread by which 
man lrueth : and as the Devil offered a ſtone 
to Chriſt inſtead of bread, it ſhould follow, 
that he offers ſomething to us inſtead of the 
words of eternal life ; ſomething which is not 

* John vi. 53. 


bread, 
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bread, but capable, as he perſuades us, of aſ- 
ſuming its appearance and producing its ef- 
fects. The Jews fell under this temptation, 
when they ſubſtituted the falſe wiſdom of 
human tradition, and ſometimes of heathen 
idolatry, in the place of the divine law ; why 
elle did the prophet aſk them—Whberefore do 

ye ſpend money for that which is not bread*? For 
we learn from the prophet Micah, that the 
falſe-prophets who amuſed the people with 
lyes, divined* for moneyÞ. Thence the prophet 
goes on to ſhew, that the true bread is the re- 
vealed wiſdom of God-- Hear#en diligently unto 
me, and eat ye that which is good—incline your 
ear and come unto me; bear, and your 
ſoul ſhall live. Our heavenly Father, if we 
aft it of him, will not give us a ftone inſtead 
of this bread of divine knowledge: but the 
father of lyes hath no other bread for his 
children, The wiſdom he hath to commu- 
nicate, how finely ſoever it may be. ſet off 
with a pompous ſound of words, and a friend- 
ly defire of delivering us from impoſition, is 
as unfit to nouriſh the ſoul, as a ſtone is to 
feed the body. With this however he hath 
deceived mankind in every age. The falſe 
wiſdom of the heathen philoſophy was one 
of theſe ſtones : the Jewiſh Talmud was 


- ® [faiah lv, 2, + Chap. iii. 11. 
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another; the Alcoran of Mahomet another; 
and amongſt us, of later years, he hath been 
handing about a thing called the religion of 
nature, a ſyſtem of deiſm, whoſe principal ob- 
jet is a God without a Chriſt; againſt which 
many are now breaking their teeth, while 
they expect, on the word of a Shafteſbury, or 
a Bolingbroꝶe, &c. to feed their underſtand- 
ing. This religion of Satan teaches us, that 
the human mind can bring forth a Revela- 
tion of its own, much better than that 
which is vulgariy received; that reaſon is the 
only ſure guide; nature the only agreeable 
rule: fables which are wonderfully accept- 
able to the pride of man; but at the bottom 
of them all, there lurketh the old inſinua- 
tion Ze ſhall be as Gods, knowing good and 
evil—able to dictate to yourſelves, inſtead of 
being directed and led about like children. 
Such advice as this, exprefſed more at large, 
and in many different ways, makes a great 
figure in ſome works of genius, with which 
they who love darkneſs rather. than light are 
highly captivated: and it may paſs for wiſ- 
dom now; but it will one day be exvoſed 
to allithe world as the worſt. of folly and 
will confound and ſurfeit the inventors them- 
ſelves Bread of deceit may be ſiueet unto a 

E man, 
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man, becauſe every thing will be ſo which 
flatters his pride, t afterwards his mouth 
ſhall be filled with gravel *. 
The light of revelation can alone teach us 
how to look upon ſuch miſerable impoſi- 
tions; and, when applied, it detects them 
to the bottom. Therefore, if any man lack 
iſdom, let him aſt it off God, who giveth to 
all men liberally, and upbraideth not +. 
this bread of life is aſked of our heavenly 
Father, he will give it /berally, freely, and 
without coſt; neither will he upbraid us for 
the importunity of our requeſt, but approve 
and honour us for fo laudable a deſire. But 
if we ſcek wiſdom from the Father of lies, 
he will give us a fone; and then mock at 
us, and upbraid us, for being ſo blind and 
ignorant as to miſtake it for bread.” He 
fempts men only that he may have an op- 
portunity of acctſing them: and it is to be 
feared, many who are now very high in 
their own” conceit, muſt ſtoop at laſt t to be 
derided by the Devil. S 

XXII. We proceed now to the next arti- 
cle of the temptation.” He rateth Chriſt 
up into the boly City, and fetteth him on 4 
n of the” temple, &. What is this to 


Prov. xx. 17. + James i. 5. N 
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us? The Temple at Jeruſalem is deftroyed ; 
ſo that the Devil cannot place us there: 
neither can it be ſuppoſed, that he will place 
us on the ſummit of any other ſacred edifice. 
We are in no danger of this temptation ac- 
cording to the letter of it : but our bufineſs 
here is to enquire into its moral; and in 
doing this, we ſhall ſoon diſcover a ſenſe, in 
which he may bring us into a like fituation, 
and tempt us to a preſumptuous ſin, which 
cannot be committed but with reference to 
an Bol place. The fin which is viſible at 
firſt ſight, in the face of this account, is that 
of „ tempting God, by leaping from his 
church into the air, and defending the 
« practice by a text of ſcripture.” The 
papiſts ſay, we committed this fin at the 
Reformation: and if I thought they had ſup« 
ported the accuſation with a good appear- 


ance of reaſon and authority, I would ſtop 


here to argue the cauſe ; but I apprehend 
little need be faid to convince any impartial 
chriſtian of the contrary*®. So we may go 
on, without any interruption on this account, 


to inſpect the quality of the temptation. 


The temple of FJeruſalem, ſo long as the 
legal ſyſtem prevailed, was the church of 


* See Remark; on the Confeſſional, p. 68. 
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God, and the feat of his religion. But it 
was no more than a figure: for the time then 
-preſert, and was accompliſhed in the chriſ- 
tian church; that ſociety which Chriſt 
erected by bis own immediate act and au- 
thority, and into which all his followers 


were incorporated. If we would learn how 


to reſpect this church, we muſt look to the 
example Chriſt himfelf hath ſet us in the 
reſpect he paid to the other. At twelve 
years of age, he departed from the com- 
pany of his parents, to aſſociate with ſuch 
as he found in the temple; which ter- 


tainly was neither of the beſt nor the 


wiſeſt. He expreſſed great zeal for the 
honour and decency of the place, when he 
drove out thoſe people with a ſcourge, who 
there carried on a wordly traffick; and he 


. forbid any common uſe to be made of it . 


He frequented the temple, as the proper 
theatre of his doctrines and his- mighty 
works: he /at daily teaching in the temple, 


and thither the blind and the lame reſorted: to 


him, to be healed of their infirmities. They 
who deſired to hear him, or to be healed by . 


him, found him in the temple: whence the 
inference is obvious, that they who would 


t Mark xi. 16. 
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find him now, muſt ſeek him in his church. 


His example becomes more forcible under 


this application of it; becauſe the chriſtian 


church is as much more worthy of our reve- 
rence, in ſome reſpects, than the Jewiſh 
temple, as the blood of Chriſt is more preci- 
ous than that of brute ſacrifices. | But in 


reſpect to unity, charity, and obedience to. 


the ordinances of God, the members of. the 
church, in both its ſtates, have been under 
like obligations. 

While we. remain with the church, we 
are entitled to its privileges; and while we 
think ourſelves happy in the place and office 
there aſſigned us (though our place be only 
at the feet of Feſus Chriſt, and our office no 
better than that of a door-keeper } we have 
our ſhare in the promiſes. of God, and may 
hope to be ſaved even as others. But as the 
reſtraints of law are hateful to all libertines ; 
ſo eccleſiaſtical rules of ſalvation are never 
patiently endured by an aſpiring temper. 
When the Devil finds a proper ſubject to 
work upon, he takes him up aloft, and 
places him in an aerial ſituation above the 


church; from whence he will look down 
upon others, till his head becomes giddy: 
and when his pride hath, weakened his judg- 
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ment (an effect it never fails to produce) he 
reſolves to forſake the church of God, and 
leap off into the air; preſuming on the en- 
thuſiaſtic notion, that the promiſes of God 
do not belong to him as a member of the 
church to which the promiſes were made, 
but to him as an individual ; and that he may 
apply them to himſelf, when he is become 
a church to himſelf ; with an aſſurance, that 
the miniſters of grace will be as much en- 
gaged to wait upon him, when he is falling 
through the region of hereſy and ſchiſm, as 
when he is conforming himſelf to the doc- 
trines and ordinanees of God in the ſpirit of 
a chriſtian. 
XXIII. The ſcripture is always perverted 
by thoſe who fall into this crime of ſpiritual 
wickedneſs ; and they accompliſh their pur- 
poſes i in theſe three different ways. Some- 
times, they take a text independently, ſo as 
to make it militate againſt the tenour of the 
divine law: as that text concerning the 
liberty wherewith Chrift bath made us free * ; 
which if it be applicable to the religion of 
ſome who have it often in their mouths, 
muſt mean an exemption from the authority 
of his own goſpel. Whereas, if the text is 
| Gal. v. 1, 
| taken 
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taken with its natural dependence, it freeth 
us from nothing but the bondage of the Few- 
iſh law, At other times they allegorize and 
explain away the literal. part of a ſcriptural 
precept, ordinance, or doctrine, ſo as te 
render both parts ineffectual: or give a je- 
june and literal ſenſe to words which are to 
be ſpiritually, or at leaſt figuratively, under- 
ſtood. This latter was the practice of Satan 
on the preſent occaſion. He ſeparated the 
word ſone from its metaphorical meaning, 
to change the true ſenſe of the promiſe, and 
promote his own malicious intention. They 
are guilty of a like error, who wilfully ſe- 
parate the edifice of the church from its 
ſpiritual relation to God, and conſider it 
merely as a pile of ſtone and mortar, that 
they may lightly regard all that belongs 
to it. 

XXIV. We cannot ſecure ourſelves more 
effectually againſt this fin, than by meditat- 
ing on the text in which Chriſt replied to 
the Devil Tou ſhalt not tempt the Lord thy 
God—If we ſeek the protection and ſalva- 
tion of God, we muſt make no vain expe- 
riments, to turn his truth or his power out 
of their proper channel: if we hope to 


receive the benefit of his promiſes, we muſt 
E 4 be 
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be content to receive that benefit in his own 


way ; by the ordinary means of grace, his 
word and ſacraments; and in the church, 
that viſible ſociety, wherein alone thols 
means are adminiſtered, To invent any other 
method of ſalvation, however it may ſeem 
to be favoured by perverted texts of ſerip- 
ture, is to tempt God; having firſt flattered 
ourſelves, that becauſe he hath promiſed to 
be with us while we are with his church, 
he muſt therefore fend his angels to bear us 
up when we have quitted our ſtation, and 
have ventured upon a flight through the air, 
XXV. This was the prevailing fin of the 
laſt century; when a great part-of this un- 
happy nation was intoxicated with ſpiritual 
pride, It was no unuſual thing for the 
preachers and devotees of that time to reaſon 
with God Almighty with all the familiarity 
of Moſes himſelf, but with none of his diſ- 
cretion and charity. Schiſm and. ſacrilege, 
treaſon, rebellion and murder, were promote 
ed with an air of ſanctity; and the pro- 
moters themſelves were the agents of 
heaven, appointed to purge the church of 
ſuperſtition, and bring in a purer ſort of 
religion by the methods aforeſaid, copiouſſy 
juſtified and recommended by impertinent 
applications 
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applications of the ſcripture, which jt would 
be endleſs to recount. 

XXVI. It having pleaſed God to ſhew ug 
the miſerable effects of ſuch pretenſions, it 
will certainly be our greateſt wiſdom to re- 
cur to the primitive ſyſtem of faith and 
practice. The method may ſeem low and 
ſlaviſh to the fanatic and the philoſopher ; 
but we are taught, that God humblet 2 man 
in the beginning of his courſe, that he may. 
exalt him in the end of it: while the Devil, 
on the other hand, raiſes him alaft at the 
ficſt ſtep, that he may ſoon be gratified with 
his downfall. Inſtead of following Satan up 
to the heights of pride, and ftanding on the 
pinnacle, either of ſandlity or ſpeculation ; let 
us abide by the old exploded doctrines of 
ſubmiſſion and obedienee for conſcience ſake. 
When a man in his own coneecit is become 
higher, and wiſef, and better than the 
chureh,- charity hath forſaken him, and it 
will not be long before he - forſakes the 
church: but whether he can humour his 
pride, and make ſuch an experiment with 
ſafety to his perſon, it behoves him to con- 
ſider very ſerioully before the experiment is 
made. If he hath made it in his heart, and 
his wordly intereſt reſtrains him from put- 

ting 
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ting it in practice, the caſe is little better, 
and in ſome inſtances it may be worſe; be- 
cauſe we know not what allowances may be 
made for the weakneſs which ariſes from the 
example of parents and the prejudices of 
education. Beſides, the excluded diſſenter 
quarrels with the church (or did ſo formerly) 
only on the ſcore of its diſcipline: but the 
included difſenter hath an averſion to its 
= doctrines. 

= XXVII. Much advice is held forth to us 
| by the ſcripture upon this important ſubject; 
which, if collected together, will be ſome- 
thing to this effect. If thou art a child of 
“ God, adopted by him in baptiſm and 
« brought to a ſtate of ſalvation, be not wiſe 
* in thine own opinion; but, like a new-born 
% babe, receive the fincere milk of the word &, 

* that thou mayeſt grow thereby: hear thy 

„ mother the church, which hath brought 

*« thee forth ' unto God: continue ſtead- 

« faſtly in the apo/tles doctrine and fellowſhip}, 

% hh themſelves continued daily with one 
% Accord in the temple; neither placing them- 

\ s ſelves above it, nor railing tumults within 

it: ſo ſhalt Won dwell under the de won f 


et 
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« the Moſt» High, and abide under the ſhadow 
* of the Almighty: thou ſhalt receive the 
« benefit of his covenant, and have hope in 
« the beſt of his promiſes. ' He ſhall then 
« indeed give hrs angels charge over thee, "fo. 
« keep thee in all thy ways ; who, after they 
« have borne thee up in their hands from 
the dangers of ſin and offence,” ſhall carry 
« thy peaceful ſpirit to the 1bnſom of Abra- 
© Ham; there to reſt from its labours, till 
„ it ſhall be perfected in the kingdom of 
« heaven, where fin and ſorrow: cannot 
« enter, and charity never fatleth.” 

XX VIII. Having now reviewed the temp- 
tations to be expected from the e and the 
Devil; we are to examine the moral of the 
third and laſt; wherein the Devil offered to 
Chriſt all the kingdoms of the world and the 
glory of them, on this condition thou 
wilt full down and worſhip me. It may be 
remarked by the way, that the Devil, who 
teaches men to depreciate all external forms 
of religion, and adviſes us to -worſhip God 
with the pure adoration of the mind, omit- 
ting the ineffectual ceremony of bodily proſ- 
tration, will not be worſhipped ſo himſelf; 
but requires his ſervants to fall down, with 
their knees bent, and their faces directed to 

| the 
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the earth, to ſignify the reverence. and ſub. 
miſſion of the mind by we viſible humiliation 
of the body, 

To ſhew Chriſt: the. kingdoms of the 
ths, he took him up to an exceeding bigb 
mauntain. He will lead us alſo from the 
pinnacle of ſpiritual pride to the exceeding 
high mountain of earthly ambition. The 
chriftian, after the example of Moſes, may 
climb the mountain of Contemplation, there 
to take a view of the promiſed land before 
he dies: but, with regard td the things of 
this world, he will be more ſecure in the 
lower regions of humility and obſcurity. 
Yet few ſtations in this world are ſo obſcure 
as to be wholly removed from the ſolicita- 
tions of covetouſneſs and ambition. Imagi- 
nation is eaſily tempted to make excurſions, 
and place itfelf where the world, with its 
wealth and its corruption, if not with its 


glory and empire, will be offered, to ſeduce 


it from its allegiance to the only true God. 
0 There needs not a kingdom to ruin a 
covetous ſoul; half a one will be more 
1 than ſufficient; and even thirty pence would 
% prevail on ſome to act as Judas did bor 
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XXIX. If the good: things of this world 
are really committed to Satan, as he hath 
faid, it is certainly with this reſtriction, that 
he may beftow them on thoſe who will fall 
down and worſhip him. And as the world 
is not to be obtained from bim but upon this 
condition; they who will move hell itſelf 
rather than go without it, will comply with 
the condition for the ſake of the reward. 
Therefore the vice of covetouſneſs is the 
ſame with that of idolatry; although the 
Devil does not appear in a viſible ſhape, with 
a command to fall down and worſhip him. He 
hath many ſubſtitutes, beſides the graven 
images of Jupiter, Mart, Thor, or Moden, 
to which the adoration that is paid will an- 
ſwer his purpoſe as well as if i it were * to 
himſelf in perſon. | 

Certainly it is not an evil thing-i in itſelf to 
be intruſted with the good things of this life. 
The evil conſiſts in taking them on the 
terms of our adverſary; They are often pro-—- 
miſed to the children of God, and come 
from the hand of God himſelf, who giveth 
us all things richly to enjoy; adding this whole 
ſome charge, that they who are rich in 
this world truſt not in uncertain riches, \but - 
in the living Cod. The Devil's inſtructions 
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are of another kind; he gives wealth that 


the heart may be with it; that the ſoul and 


the body may be given up for it; that our be- 
lief in God and our hope of heaven may be 
bartered away for it: God gives it to us, only 
to be held in truſt for the higheſt purpoſes; 
that carthly treaſure well applied, may pur- 


chaſe for us the treaſures of immortality. 
This is the way to / the world without 


-abyfmg it; and thus it is poſſible with God, 


Am the rich man alſo * enter into the Ling- 
dom of heaven. 

When this treafure is pins to us by 
4 Devil, and we are to have the world as 
the reward of Sin, then we are to turn away 
with ſcorn, and reject both the offerer and 
the offering. Our bleſſed Saviour bore the 
other temptations with mildneſs and pa- 
tience; but this offer of the world in ex- 
change for an act of treaſon againſt God, 
raiſes his indignation. And every deſigning 
wretch, who treats with any man for the 
purchaſe of his conſcience, deſerves to be 


diſmiſſed with the ſame ſharp, rebuke Cet 


tliee hence, Satan; for it is written, Thou 
Halt worſbip the Lord thy God, and him only 
Salt tbou ſerve. He who: refuſes the power 
and glory of the world from Satan, ſhall re- 
ceive greater power and eternal glory from 


God. 
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God. By diſdaining to receive any dominion 
under him, he ſhall ſhortly reign over him, 


be appointed as one of his judges, and ſhall 
ſee him trodden under his feet. 

XXX. When the mind is prepared aft 
theſe three ſources of temptation, the world, 
the fleſh, and the Devil, it is inſtructed in 
the way of righteouſneſs. But let no man 


think himſelf ſafe becauſe he hath eſcaped 


one or two of them. He that hath brought 
the fleſh into ſubjection, may be enſnared by 
covetouſneſs and vain glory: and he that 
hath overcome the world and the fleſh, may 
fall into ſpiritual pride and tbe condemnation of 


"tbe Devil x. To every particular caution, 


this general one muſt be added Let bim 


that ſtandeth take heed left he fall. For as 


the Devil, after his defeat, departed. from 
Chriſt only fora . ſeaſon, with full purpoſe 
to make a farther attempt upon him in his 
ſufferings ; ſo is the follower of Chriſt to ex- 
pect trials and dangers from the ſame quarter, 
till he hath given up the ghoſt, and is enter- 
ed into that reſt, where the wicked ceaſe from 
troubling. So critical is his condition, ſo 
ſubtile, vigilant, and perſevering is his ad- 
verſary, that he cannot be ſecure, till he is 
1 Tim. iii. 6. | 
out 
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out of the reach of temptation. W hence it 
is rigbtliy ſaid - Be thou faithful unts 
«death, and I will * auer che crown of 
6«.-Jife 8.“ 392: ng 


NXXXI. On Arebiee of this ſubje; theſe 


are the principal matters which occur to us. 


Chriſt hath been tempted for our ſakes; and 


we ruſt follow him to glory through the 


way of temptation. Our baptiſm prepares 
zus for the trials and dangers of a wilderneſs. 
The Iſraelites were not brought to Canaan, 
Wwitheut being preved by hunger and thirſt, 


buy the allurements of idolatry, by the ſpiri- 


tual gainſayings of Corah, by the power of 
formidable enemies, and by-an evil report of 
the ſpies concerning that country to which 
they were going. We have their example 
to give us Warning, and the example of our 
maſter to give us encouragement. Both are 
neceſſary: the obe to ſave us from careleſs- 
Tels," and the other from defpair; Neither 
e love of pleaſure, nor the fear of danger, 
Thoald provoke us to hm ſcorn of thut plea- 
ant Jand which lieth before us; where tem- 
poraty tribulation tall terminate in perpe- 
tual enjoynittit; If we ate but wiſe enough 
to conſider the iſſue of ge my Ow 
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their ends with their beginnings, we ſhall 
have a ſhort rule of prudence, which by the 
grace of God will direct us ſafely through all 
the perils of this life, and ſhield us againſt 
all the aſſaults of the Devil. Sin betrays 
men, as Jael betrayed Siſera. She meets 
him, and entertains him friendly; ſhe in- 
vites him, gives him drink, and lays him to 
ſleep : but in the midſt of his ſecurity, ſhe 
ſtrikes him through the brain, and faſtens 
him to the earth. Every temptation begins 
with mill, but ends with an inſtrument of 
death: allurement comes firſt, and vengeance 
followeth after. But God obſerves a con- 
trary courſe; placing the evening before the 
morning in a moral ſenſe, as at the natural 
creation. The ordinary cuſtom is, to give 
good wine at the firſt, and when men have 
well drunk and have loſt their judgment, ther 
that which is worſe : but Chriſt, as at the 
marriage in Cana, reſerveth that which is 
beſt to come laſt in order. The Devil be- 
gins in a high ſtrain of encouragement—7e 
ſhall be as Gods—but, in the event, brings us 
to a level with the beaſts that periſh. Reli- 
gion, on the other hand, ſaith—mortify, and 
ye ſhall Irve-—take a yoke, and ye ſhall find reſt 
be content with obſcurity, and ye ſhall 
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ſhine as the Sun in the kingdom of your Father. 
Therefore, Bleſſed is the man, who endureth 
Temptation; for when be is tried, be ſhall re- 
cerve the Crown of hfe. 

XXXII. A general remark may be made 
on this ſubject, which may ſerve to rectify a 
ſpecious error adopted of late years by many 
perſons ; who pay ſmall regard to the ſpirit 
of chriſtianity, as thinking it our chief duty 
to avoid offences againſt ſociety. A good 
life, they pretend, is the beſt orthodoxy, 
and ſuch as will recommend us to God better 
than modes of faith and devotion: and by a 
good life, they mean a courſe of moral juſ- 
tice betwixt man and man. But whatever 
value the ſeripture may have aſcribed to 
good works, it would contradict its own de- 
ſign, and oppoſe common ſenſe, if it were to 
prefer them in an independent ſtate: for 
they cannot exiſt but in a ſtate of relation. 
Principle is the root of practice; and if we 
would make the fruit good, we muſt make 
the tree good, But to talk of practice inde- 
pendent of principle, is to expect grapes 
from a tree which hath no root. 

The man, who can believe that God is 
either regardleſs of his condition in life, or 


envious of his liberty and happineſs, will 


8 provide 
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provide” for any of theſe by evading human 
laws, and tranſgreſſing the divine precepts, 
as often as they ſtand in the way of his plea- 
ſure or intereſt, He who worſhips Satan in 
his heart for the fake of worldly advance- 
ment, will practice lying, robbery, treaſon, 
murders, and all other evil arts which may 
conduce to the transferring of power and pro- 
perty from other hands to his own. What 
fightings and perjuries have ariſen from a 
luſt of power! What perſecution and cru- 
elty hath been praQtiſed by idolaters againſt 
the ſervants of the true God! Spiritual pride 
and ſelf- elevation amongſt chriſtians will be 
followed by the ſame fatal effects. Let a 
man think kimſelf a faint of an higher claſs, 
and ſeparate himſelf with a pharifaical ſpirit, 
and then he will aſſume a right to bind kings 
m chams, and nobles with links of iron: he 
will ſnatch property from the hands of thoſe, 
who ih his opinion are leſs worthy of it than 
himſelf, and will attempt to do God ſervice 
by opprefling and deſtroying thoſe who afe 
difpleaſed with his innovations. 

When theſe things are conſidered, it will 
ſeem neither ſtrange nor improper, that no 
one of the fins to which Chriſt was tempted 
dy the Devil, were fins againſt ſociety. We 
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Temptation; for when' be ts tried, be ſhall re- 


ceive the Crown of hfe. 


XXXII. A general remark may be made 
on this ſubject, which may ſerve to rectify a 


ſpecious error adopted of late years by many 


perſons; who pay ſmall regard to the ſpirit 
of chriſtianity, as thinking it our chief duty 
to avoid offences againſt ſociety. A good 
life, they pretend, is the beſt orthodoxy, 
and ſuch as will recommend us to God better 
than modes of faith and devotion: and by a 
good life, they mean a courſe of moral juſ- 
tice betwixt man and man. But whatever 
value the ſeripture may have aſcribed to 
good works, it would contradict its own de- 


ſigo, and oppoſe common ſenſe, if it were to 


prefer them in an independent ſtate: for 
they cannot exiſt but in a ſtate of relation. 
Principle is the root of practice; and if we 
would make the fruit good, we muſt make 
the tree good. But to talk of practice inde- 
pendent of principle, is to expect grapes 
from a tree which hath. no root. 
The man, who can believe that God is 
either regardleſs of his condition in life, or 
envious of his liberty and happineſs, will 
8 provide 
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provide for any of theſe by evading human 
laws, and tranſgrefling the divine precepts, 
as often as they ſtand in the way of his plea- 
ſure or intereſt, He who worſhips Satan in 
his heart for the fake of worldly advance- 
ment, will practice lying, robbery, treaſon, 
murders, and all other evil arts which may 
conduce to the transferring of power and pro- 
perty from other hands to his own. What 
fightings and perjuries have ariſen from a 
luſt of power! What perſecution and cru- 
elty hath been practiſed by idolaters againſt 
the ſetvants of the true God! Spiritual pride 
and ſelf-elevation amongſt chriſtians will be 
followed by the ſame fatal effects. Let a 
man think himſelf a faint of an higher claſs, 
and ſeparate himſelf with a pharifaical ſpirit, 
and then he will aſſume a right to %, ings 
m chams, and nobles with links of tron : he 
will ſnatch property from the hands of thoſe, 
who in his opinion are leſs worthy of it than 
himſelf, and will attempt to do God ſervice 
by oppreſſing and deſtroying thoſe who are 
diſpleaſed with his innovations. 

When theſe things are conſidered, it will 
ſeem neither ſtrange nor improper, that no 
one of the fins to which Chriſt was tempted 
dy the Devil, were fins againſt ſociety. We 
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hear nothing about murder, adultery, theft, 
falſe witneſs, or any. other fin againſt our 
neighbour; the temptation being converſant 
about ſuch fins only as paſs between God and 
a man's own heart. The firſt of them is a 
want of faith in God, as the preſerver of men; 
the ſecond is ſpiritual pride; the third ido- 
latry. How few are there now, who make 
a proper account of them! A man may diſ- 
truſt the providence of God, deſpiſe his 
church, confound Jupiter with Jehovah, ſell 
his conſcience in a reputable way to the De- 
vil; and yet find thoſe who ſhall think him 
a very rational, decent, good fort of a chriſ- 
tian. When the Serpent explained to Eve 
the grounds of the divine - prohibition, he 
ſaid, God doth know, &c. and we may ſay on 
the other hand, with all that truth which 
his explanation wanted,—** The Devil doth 
% know, that in the day when he can per- 
« ſuade us to commit theſe ſins, we. ſhall 
* make no ſcruple about the reſt ;” for 
theſe, are mother-ſins, big with the whole 
race of offences againſt civil ſociety. By 
theſe therefore, all the purpoſes of his temp- 
tations are more cheaply and effeQtually an- 
ſwered. He ſucceeds better by ſapping the 
foundation of morality, than by making a 
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partial breach in the walls: and many who 
are armed againſt the open aſſaults of groſs 
wickedneſs, may be ruined by that which 
is more refined, and of which they do not 
as yet foreſee the natural conſequences : but, 
according to the ** proverb of the ancients, 
« wickedneſs proceedeth from the wicked * ;” 
wickedneſs of the manners from the wicked- 
neſs of the mind; ſo that if the enemy can 
debauch the mind, his temptation is accom- 
pliſhed ; becauſe ſuch a mind will never fail 
to corrupt the manners. 


® 1 Sam. xxiv. 13. 
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